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A truly fantastic
festival

THE 2010 Mornington Island Gulf Festival was
undoubtedly one of the most enjoyable festivals we
have had for some time.

Attended by more than 1,000 people on the
opening night followed by excellent attendances on
consecutive nights, the Festival was by all accounts
one of the most successful for some years.

“There were so many smiling faces and everyone
looked as if they were having a wonderful time, “
said one visitor.

And this was the overwhelming response we had
from visitors and community members alike. Not
only did they see their own dancers strut their stuff,
but they were also treated to a number of our
dances that had not been seen for some years. We
will revive more dances in each successive festival.

The festivities started some two days before when
our special guests arrived, and this year they
included Tom E Lewis (who has last been here some
20 years ago) and his mob from Beswick in
Northern Territory, Alec Doomadgee and the now-
revived Doomadgee dancers from the mainland and
regular guests—the ladies from Borraloola.

Community members assisted the guests to
arrange rehearsals, took some of them out country,
did the guests’ daily laundry or simply had a chance
to yarn. Butin general everyone was made to feel

completely at home and
relaxed for each evening’s
festivities.

The first night kicked off
with a bang, and Saturday
night also went on without
a hitch—all under the
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, ' eye of Frank Watt.
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Mornington Island Dance News

We've been to Shanghai

IN OUR LAST newsletter we reported that we would be going to Shanghai—well what a trip it was!

With our new uniform shirts ready just in time—and coping with logistics of what we needed—Iike would there be any euca-
lyptus leaves in China? - the team included Gordon Watt (songman), Roxanne Thomas (leader), Lawrence Burke (lead
dancer), Dylan Roughsey, Omar Jacob and Catherine Hills. Accompanying them were CEO Trevor Keeling, tour manager
Dave Best, dance manager Tim Bishop and photographer Ben Southwell.
We were greeted at Shanghai airport by delighted Chinese officials who asked to be photographed with us, and this set the tone
for the friendliness and hospitality that we were accorded during our time there.
After a day of rest the schedule of three performances a day started at the amazing Australia Pavilion—a performance indoors
and then two performances outdoors, which the dancers certainly preferred.
The interaction with the audience was always hugely appreciated and the
Chinese people loved the traditional dance we were able to show them.

The staff at the Australia Pavilion were fantastic and helped us to translate
Roxanne’s introductory talks into Chinese, so at least the audiences would

PHOTOS BY BEN SOUTHWELL

have an idea what it was all about.

The dance schedule was pretty vigorous which did not allow us much time for
sightseeing or even visiting much of the Expo site, as it was really enormous,
and it was during our week that the Australia Pavilion recorded its 5 millionth

visitor.

During the week we were there we also partici-
pated in a performance at the Oceania Pavilion,
as well as a special performance with an Austra-
lian pianist and a dance group from Togo in West
Africa.

The group certainly took to the amazing shop-
ping in Shanghai and we even managed to ac-
quire a new HD camera which was referred to as
“Ben’s pet”.

It was a magnificent trip for us all, and certainly
helped to get us “back on the map” for interna-
tional performance.

For a full account of the Shanghai trip look on
the website www.morningtonisland.com.au
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Omar Jacob and Lawrence Burke in front of the Australia Pavilion. W
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The Mornington Island
Dance team who went to
Shanghai here we are
with the mascot for the
Shanghai Expo taken just
before we returned to
Australia. (clockwise from
bottom right) Dylan
Roughsey, Roxanne Tho-
mas, Lawrence Burke,
Cathy Hills, Trevor Keel-
ing, Dave Best . Gordon
(Gumani) Watt and Omar
Jacob.

Mirndiyan Gununa News

Our new
patron

IT IS WITH great
pleasure and delight
that we are able to
announce that the
Governor of
Queensland, Ms
Penelope Wensley AO,
has agreed to be the
patron of Mirndiyan
Gununa Aboriginal
Corporation.

Last year the Governor
and her partner visited
the island and were
treated to a special
performance by the
dancers. She also
visited the Arts Centre
and Cecil Goodman
presented her with a
dance hat as a memento
of her visit here.




Mornington Island Art News

The impressive facade of the renovated Arts Centre highlights the Mirndiyan Gununa corporate colours.

EVERYONE in the community has been commenting on
the amazing new look that the Arts Centre has under-
gone in the last few months.

Well, it isn’t quite finished as this newsletter is written,
but activities in the centre have been accompanied to
much banging, drilling and other construction sounds.

Now sporting the Mirndiyan Gununa corporate col-
ours, the building makes an impressive statement and
once the landscaping is finished it will indeed be the
pride of the Mornington Island community.

In the rear of the centre, we have a huge new paint-
ing studio and a ceramics (pottery) studio which leads
directly to the shed which houses the two kilns.

The front of the centre has been renovated and
added with two new offices. The former office will be-
come a reception area and the former men’s painting
room now becomes a formal boardroom. We hope to
be able to make this room available for meetings to
other organisations for a small fee.

Activities in the old studio (which will eventually be-
come a gallery and shop) were largely suspended dur-
ing the construction period and during the second
week in November all the artists moved into the spa-
cious new studio, which is the envy of many of our fel-
low arts centres.

We still have the external areas to
consider and we are looking at some
public art created by the community
which will pay permanent tribute to
the Lardil and Kaiadilt cultures, and
we are hoping that we have an official
opening some time in the first quarter
of 2011.

During this month a team of consultants will be work-
ing with us as we commence plans for the next phase
of development which will include converting the old
studio into a gallery and shop, and also looking at a
range of other activities which ensure the ongoing sur-
vival of the company.

Thanks to Neil Gascoigne and his team from GE
Constructions and to Gary Welsh from Queensland
Government Project Services.

1 We would like to acknowledge the support of DE-

WHA and Arts Queensland who provided the fund-

ing for this project.
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Mornington Island Festival

Images of the festival
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All the guests performed each night and Saturday night also featured a
large group from the school. It was terrific to see so many students
performing in front of their own community—hopefully we will have everyone
i on Sunday night we had a d hich 1 LY

ut on Sunday night we had a drama—whic =Y
in actual fact turned out to be a blessing in m' \ eSTI VOL
disguise. The island generator broke down and
we were not able to use the festival ground floodlights.

Instead, our ever-resourceful sound and lighting man, Dave Best - powered
by our own generator—focused the multi-coloured songman box lights on to

he performance ground, and helped with the light from two bonfires, an
PHOTOS BY HAMISH CAIRNS & TIM MILLE tmosphere was created that everyone agreed we should aim for in the

future. “ What wonderful lighting,” was a comment from an audience
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The Borroloola Ladies.

member’s mother who had been sent live photos from her
daughter by phone in New York!

We even had a visit from a large monkey on the final
night—aka Cathy Hills in disguise!

And—as a bonus- lead dancer Lawrence Burke even
persuaded CEO Trevor Keeling to get up and dance on the
final night. And there was no skulking in the back either—
Lawrence insisted that he dance up front with him. And
according to the community he did not do too badly either.
As Trevor has said to his friends—" put that on your bucket
list!”

Of course, a festival like this is not created overnight, and
we must thank a number of people for their amazing input
which has helped to make this year go like it did!

And there a number of people to thank, starting of course
with our special guests who came to share culture and to
create and/or cement lasting friendships. And to the dancers
for their performances, and to the staff of Mirndiyan Gunan.

Thanks to Bridget Hart who once more assisted us with
preparing the Festival and organising so much behind the
scenes, and thanks to Dave Best and his team for co-
ordinating all the infrastructure to be ready on time.

Thanks to Frank Watt for running the festival; to Dorita
Escott and her team of cooks who looked after everyone’s
stomachs and kept everyone fed and happy over the three
days; to Roxanne Thomas for so ably co-ordinating all the
dance rehearsals and dancers, and everyone else who
participated.

Thanks to the Mona Anau and the teachers from
Mornington Island State School for organising the BBQ each Our funding partners and sponsors
night and for selling the T+




